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Rape Crisis Center

by Pam Bluindin Sommerfeld

The waiting is overt
Saginaw's Rape Crisis Center
received approval for funde
ing from the Bast Central
Mich, Planning and Develop-
ment Region's Law Enforcee
aent Council on October 7,
$50,000 was granted to sup-
port the Center for 1 year,.
beginning January 1, 1977.

A concerned group of wo-
men and .nen from Saginaw
led by Diane Craig and Lou-
anne Smith attended the
meeting to show their sup-
port for tue Center.

Things got interesting
when council member, Leo
Cardinal, Chief of Police
in Bay City, moved that the
committee hear all requests
and then "vote when we're
in our own session', The
motion was seconded by Sag-
inaw's Judge Gary McDonald .
The motion to vote in closed
session was interesting ccne
sidering that L.E.A.A. funds
are public and must be voted
sublicly.

The ‘Rape Crisis Center
supporters were prepared to
object to a private vote un-
til Bob Thorne, Regional
Director of the Law Enfurce-
ment Council, pointed out
the legal reyuirement of a
public vote. Thorne's state-
ment angered Cardinal, whe
saild ne had no objection to
voting in public, but that
he didn't like Thorne's in-
terferences The vote was
then taken publicly , and
the request for funding was
usanimously approved.

A question remains as to
how tne Council would have
voted had there nct been an
audience. We'll never know,
but it's worthwhile to note
tnat tine questions asked of
Craig and Smith before tne
vote dealt with matters of
policy and intent clearly
defined within the grant
ap;.lication and that the

grant application had been
in the hands of the Council
for several months. It's
alsc notable that the only
woman at the Council table
was the secretary.

Strong and dedicated wo-
men who worked with deter-
mination and skill, convinced
the federal government, tne
Regional Law knforcement
Council, the county govern-
ment, and the local ccmmunity
that there was a need for a
Rape Crisis Center in Saginaw.
The first battle has been
wone The strugsle continues.

An article concerning
operation and philosophy of
the Rape Crisis Center will
appear in the December issue
of tiie Red Shawl.,

CDBG

Beginning the first week
of November,City of Saginaw's
Department of Community Devel
opment and the Human Flanning
Commission will be holding a
series’ of Public Hearings to
begin the process of compil-
ing information for the third
Community Block Grant appli=-
cation ( CDBG ). The purpose
of the Hearings is to provide
the City with eitizen input
regarding where the money
should or should not be spent,
as is required by the Rules
and Regulations governing the
Grante '

These Hearings have been
poorly attended in the past
and therefore the city has
been working with, perhaps,
not the real needs of the
citizenry made known. It is
imperative that more persons
attend this year in order that
the City have more data to
work witho The dates and pla=
ces are announced in the cale
endar on pge 6. Bring your
ideas and solutions and let
the City know what you thinki

SUNA
- CONGRESS

by Louanne Smith

The third annuzl Congress
of the Saginaw United Neigh~
borhood 4ssociation ( SUNA )
was held Sunday, October 17 at
the Warren Avenue.Presbyterian
Church. Over 200 concerned Sage
inaw citizens attended to voice
thelr concerns and cast their
votes as to the direction SUNA
will take during the next year.

The participants accepted
the ten resclutions on the reg=
ular agenda with few arguments
or amendments. Two spontaneous
resolutions, one concerning poe
lice brutality and another con-
cerning safe transportation of
elementary school children,

*were also adopted.

A Women's Resolution pro-
voked the most controversy of
the entire Congress. Basically,
the resolution called for the
creation of a Saginaw Women's
Center and the formation of a
Task Force to study sexism in
the Saginaw School system. The
controversy focused on the
Women's Center. Opponents of
the resolution voiced their
concerns that such a Center
might offer information and
referrals for abortionse. To
remedy this, they offered an
amendment stating that no ine-
formation concerning abortions
would be given by the Center,

The proponents of the
resolution felt that such a
decision was inappropriate
anc the policies of the Woe
man's Center must be decided
by the Center's Board of Direc=-
tors, as yet to be formed.

Each participant on both
sides of the discussion felt
that their position was based
on morals and therefore argu-
ed their points vehemently.
Hurt, anger and frustrations

( see SUNA pge 5 )‘


















